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IMPORTANT INFORMATION for the

January 5 Runoff Election
LEARN MORE:

VOTE BY MAIL:
You can submit a ballot request today! Don’t wait —
get your request in and vote before winter break.
All ballots must be returned by 7 p.m. on Election
Day. They can be mailed in or dropped in an
absentee ballot drop box in your county.

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON:
In-person early voting begins December 14th.
Find your polling location at:
warnockforgeorgia.com/vote

VOTE IN PERSON ON
ELECTION DAY:
Election Day is January 5th.
Register to vote online by visiting warnockforgeorgia.com/vote.
Last day to register is December 7th.
RAP20039_06

To learn more, visit warnockforgeorgia.com/vote

Front page designed by Kayla Hill
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A Letter from the Editor-in-Chief
The political
ads you’ll soon
be seeing are
not an editorial
endorsement

ANDY COLE
Andy is a sophomore multimedia
journalism major, political science
minor from Sugar Hill, Ga.

Dear
Georgia
Southern Community,
I don’t know about
you, but the last two
weeks have been crazy
for The George-Anne
team and I. What
was called the most
consequential election
is now over… well,
almost over.
With both senate
seats still up for grabs
in runoffs, slated for
January, the eyes of
the entire nation are
on our state. That’s the
reason I’m writing to
you all today.
Soon, you will be
seeing some additional
advertisements
on
our website and in
our print and email
publications.
Those
ads will be political in
nature.
The Student Media
Executive
Board
believes political ads
are vital free speech in
American democracy.
As a board, we also

understand
that
placement of political
ads may be perceived
as
an
editorial
endorsement.
Let the Executive
Board and I be clear:
these ads you will be
seeing on our products
are simply ads. They
do not reflect the
editorial views of The
George-Anne Media
Group.
Decisions to accept
political
ads
are
made by students;
our Executive Board,
to be specific. Please
know that we plan
on accepting any ads
from any campaign
that is interested in
purchasing ad space.
In the meantime,
the Executive Board
and
I
encourage
you to research all
the candidates and
prepare to vote in the
Senate runoff election
slated for January 5.

Do you have an opinion that needs to be heard?
The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor and appropiate
guest columns. All copy submitted should be 350 words or fewer,
typed, and sent via e-mail in Microsoft Word format to gaeditor@
georgiasouthern.edu. All submissions must be signed and include
phone number for verification. GS students should include their
academic major, year and hometown. The editors reserve the right
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to reject any submission and edit submissions for length.
Opinions expressed herein are those of the Board of Opinions or
columnists themselves and DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the
faculty, staff or administration of GS, the Student Media Advisory
Board, The George-Anne Media Group or the University System of
Georgia.

STAFF LIST
THE GEORGE-ANNE DIVISION
Editor-in-Chief Andy Cole
Daily Managing Editor Abby
Fuller
Print Managing Editor Mitch
Smith
Enterprise Managing Editor
Olivia Craft
THE CREATIVE DIVISION
Creative Editor-in-Chief
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Morgan Carr
Project Design Editor Kayla Hill
Photo Editor Tamara Tanksley
G-A Designers Madison Terry,
Lauryn Terry, Adrienne Prophet,
Jaelynn Gillis
Project Designers
Dalis Worrell, Cierra Horton, Niaya
Smith
PR/Marketing Manager Jasmine
Coye
The George-Anne Studio
Editor-in-Chief Ben Barks
The George-Anne Reflector
Editor-in-Chief Jenna Wiley
The George-Anne welcomes letters to the
editor and appropriate guest columns. All copy
submitted should be 350 words or fewer, typed,
and sent via email in Microsoft Word (.doc/.
docx) format to letters@georgiasouthern.edu.
All submissions must be signed and include
phone number for verification. GSU students
should include their academic major, year and
hometown. The editors reserve the right to
reject any submission and edit submissions for
length. Opinions expressed herein are those of
the Board of Opinions, or columnists themselves
and DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the
faculty, staff, or administration of GSU, the
Student Media Advisory, Student Media or the
University System of Georgia.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Georgia Southern officials
announce 27 positive COVID-19
cases during thirteenth week
This week’s report marks an increase in
COVID-19 cases
COVID-19 Analysis

BY ANDY COLE

Editor-in-Chief
Andy.Cole@thegeorgeanne.com

STATESBORO
—
Georgia
Southern officials reported a week
of increased positive COVID-19
cases, reporting 27 cases during the
thirteenth week of school.
“The report below reflects that
positive reports remain low, with
a slight uptick to eight universityconfirmed cases and 19 self-reported
cases last week,” said a disclaimer
on GS’ reporting website. “We must
remain vigilant with our adherence
to public health guidelines if we
want this trend to continue.”
Four cases were reported from
employees, 11 from the Armstrong
campus and one from the Liberty
campus.

• Total COVID-19 positive cases
since returning: 1,231
• Total positive cases (thirteenth
week): 27
• University confirmed: eight
• Self reported: 19
• Students: 23
• Employees: four
• Statesboro campus: 15
• Armstrong campus: 11
• Liberty campus: one

The latest numbers
from the Georgia DPH’s
COVID-19 Daily Status
Report for counties
with a Georgia Southern
University campus:
Bulloch
County:
3,212 cases, 34
deaths
Chatham
County:
10,008 cases,
199 deaths

Statewide:
387,930
cases, 33,265
hopitalizations,
8,471 deaths
Georgia
Southern:
27 cases, 1,231
total

Liberty County:
1,400 cases, 28
deaths

More than 1,700 students
expected to participate in
December commencement
ceremonies
BY ABBY FULLER

Daily Managing Editor
Abby.Fuller@thegeorgeanne.com

STATESBORO
—
Over
1,700 students have signed
up to participate in Georgia
Southern’s
in-person
commencement ceremonies for
the fall semester.
Fall graduation this year will
be split up into five ceremonies
over the course of three days.
All will be held in Paulson
Stadium with the exception of
the first ceremony on Sunday,
December 13, at the Savannah
Convention Center for any
undergraduate students who
wish to participate there.
The
remaining
four
ceremonies will be held on
Wednesday, December 16, and
Thursday, December 17, in
Paulson Stadium. There will be
two each day, one at 10 a.m. and

Page designed by Madison Terry

one at 3 p.m.
Graduates from the spring
and summer semesters are
also being given the chance
to participate in the in-person
ceremonies for the fall semester
since the spring 2020 ceremonies
were held virtually instead of
in-person.
“Each ceremony will again be
streamed live for anyone who
cannot attend the ceremonies
in person,” Scot Lingrell,
vice president for enrollment
management, said. “We look
forward to recognizing the
academic accomplishment of
each graduate and celebrating
with their families.”
Anyone in attendance will be
expected to wear face coverings
and follow social distancing
guidelines between groups of
people that are not from the
same family.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

11-19-20

5

Georgia Southern sees
the largest undergraduate
population yet
Student census reveals recordbreaking enrollment for fall

Closing the digital gap
BY FERNANDA CAMACHO HAUSER

Correspondent
Fernanda.CamachoHauser@thegeorgeanne.com

after a recent decline in undergraduate
enrollment in 2019.
“This not only shows the result
of the work we are doing to attract
new students, but it also affirms the
expanding reputation of the university,
and the ability of our faculty and staff to
prepare students for the next chapter in
their lives,” said Marrero.

BY EDEN HODGES

Correspondent
Eden.Hodges@thegeorgeanne.com

Despite the turbulent year, Georgia
Southern students shattered enrollment
records this fall as the student census
revealed the largest freshman class to
come through the university yet.
“These important measurements,
and the growth in our freshman class
is nothing short of remarkable,” said
Georgia Southern President Kyle
Marrero in a Wednesday press release.
The official fall enrollment for 2020
had a 3.45-percent increase, according
to a press release. This increase can be
attributed to the record-breaking 5,247
members of the freshmen class that
entered the university this year.
“While the freshman class growth is
noteworthy on its own, I am particularly
pleased with how our numbers are
trending across a variety of measures,”
said Scot Lingrell, vice president of
enrollment management, in the release.
“Even in the face of a pandemic, Georgia
Southern has shown it’s ready to serve a
new generation of students.”
Online and dual enrollment programs
rose 16.7-percent and 32.1-percent Scot Lingrell
Vice president of enrollment management
respectively since last year. This comes

Even in the face
of a pandemic,

Georgia Southern
has shown it’s

ready to serve a
new generation

STATESBORO
—
Georgia
Southern’s
Department
of
Sociology and Anthropology has
been working with Willow Hill
Heritage and Renaissance Center
(WHHRC) to put IMLS (Institute
of Museum and Library Services)
CAREs Act funds to expand the
current resources at the center to
aid the community in expanding
digital resources.
These expansions would help
close the digital gap which propels
our world forward but leaves others
behind when it comes to education,
banking, or information due to lack
of access to technological resources
that can be taken for granted.
These expansions would continue
Willow Hill’s legacy of being both a
community and educational center
of Portal, Georgia.
Program is currently actively
working on setting up the
infrastructure required to go

through the expansion when it
comes to funding, resourcing, and
staffing.
The plan as of now is to get
working on the applications of the
funds and plans by early January
2021. This plan would allow
community members to attend
online classes from a CDC approved
set up, have guaranteed internet
access, and get assistance with
homework and technology from
volunteer and hired staff members.
The end goal is to expand the
WHHRC’s media center area,
create a computer lending program,
expand the wifi reach, create an
outdoor facility with fans and tables
where community members can
work, and have paid and volunteer
staff members from the community
and GS.
While this project has the Georgia
Southern Department of Sociology
and Anthropology as a partner they
will be taking volunteers from the
Service Learning office for anyone
who would be interested in assisting
in this program.

of students.”

A week from Thanksgiving Break, what
precautions should you be taking to keep
you and your family safe?
BY FERNANDA CAMACHO HAUSER

Correspondent
Fernanda.CamachoHauser@thegeorgeanne.com

We are one week away from
Thanksgiving break which means
that people are getting their plans
together on whether to head home
or not.
The George-Anne reached out
to Gemma Skuraton, director
of student wellness and health
promotions, to see how we could
prepare for the break and what we
should keep in mind.
“COVID-19 still presents a threat
to our community,” said Skuraton.
“While we cannot predict the future,
we can participate in prevention
behaviors in an effort to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19. Scientists
are still learning about how the
virus spreads and the severity of
illness it causes.”
Due to the two week incubation

Page designed by Madison Terry

period of the COVID-19 virus the
preparation should start two weeks
prior to leaving for the holidays in
order to slow the spread.
If you are heading out of state
check the final destination’s current
travel requirements departure
and arrival procedures. Minimize
potential exposure during the weeks
prior to traveling by minimizing
unnecessary interactions and get an
influenza vaccination.
Any exposure could lead to a
quarantine which requires a delay
in any travel.
When it comes to the day of
travel there are also precautions to
be taken for those of us who make
longer journeys for the holidays.
Reduce the number of stops
whether it be driving stops or flight
stops. Delay your travel if you are
ill or have been exposed to someone
who is ill in the last 10 to 14 days.
If taking public transportation,

maintain social distancing, wear
facemask, consider using a face
shield, take precautionary measures
if using public facilities, use hand
sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol
or disinfectant wipes. Re-check
the travel requirements for your
destination in case they might have
changed.
The guidelines and precautions
aren’t limited to just the process
of getting to your destination but
also apply to when arriving at your
destination.
If your household has a vulnerable
or high risk individual you can
create a quarantine area in the
home including for eating meals.
If a full quarantine is not possible
then maintain your distance from
household members, wear a face
mask, avoid close contact the first 14
days, and consider putting a HEPA
filter unit and opening windows to
increase air flow and circulation.

“While we cannot
predict the future,
we can participate in
prevention behaviors
in an effort to
mitigate the spread
of COVID-19.”
Gemma Skuraton

Director of student wellness and health
promotions

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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with
Tajuan Wilson

BY ANDY COLE

Editor-in-Chief
Andy.Cole@thegeorgeanne.com

Andy Cole, Editor-in-Chief
of The George-Anne: “You said
words matter. You know, a lot
of students take issue with
the words Georgia Southern
uses—the First Amendment
excuse. We’ve got a kid, you
know, two people over the
summer that are in blackface.
A lot of students feel that all
Georgia Southern says is,
‘Well, we respect the right
to the First Amendment.’
And now you have this
opportunity to say, really,
this is what’s up. Personally,
when you see Logan Sierra,
for example—you know, there
was a similar incident like
[Sierra’s] at The University
of Florida. This person was
a freshman, and they didn’t
expel him but they rescinded

Why not say,
‘Let’s commit
to antiracism.”
ANDY COLE

Editor-in-Chief
The George- Anne

his application. And I told my
friends, in just talking about
the incident, ‘You know,
they’ll lose in court.’ There’s
no question about it, they will
lose that court case. But, the
message that it sends to the
campus community is, “Hey,
we hate this so much that
we’re willing to go to court for
it.’ So why not, if you’re really
about it and you’re saying
words matter, why not say,
Let’s commit to anti-racism.
I think students will find it
hard to believe that Georgia
Southern is about it, but we
don’t really want to commit to
anti-racism.”
TaJuan
Wilson,
Chief
Diversity Officer and Associate
Vice President of Inclusive
Excellence: “Yeah, I would say
that we’re absolutely going
to commit to anti racism. So I
don’t want people to get lost
in the language as much as

the work that they’re going
to see coming out of the
office. And I think that that’s
important. And I think—I
agree with you 100-percent—
the First Amendment excuse
is out. Right? Folks are sick of
that. And that’s fair, and it’s
understandable. And I think
what matters to me is not so
much the First Amendment
protections, because First
Amendment protections are
important and they protect
folks on both sides of an issue
and I know you get that, but
it’s how we show up for our
students in the moment and
how we support them that I’m
most concerned about. That is
what matters to me the most.
And I will tell you in the case
of Logan Sierra, Logan is not
a student at Georgia Southern
University. Right?”
Cole: “—But that’s not due
to the university’s actions. He

I agree with
you 100%—
the First
Amendment
excuse is out.
Folks are sick
of that.
TAJUAN WILSON

Chief Diversity Officer and
Associate Vice President of
Inclusive Excellence

Page designed by Adrienne Prophet

chose not to come here.”
Wilson: “He chose not to
come here. He chose not
to come after a series of
meetings and interactions
with leadership at the
university where we had the
opportunity to reach out to
the family to connect, to talk
about our institutional values,
to talk about the impact to
our students, to talk about
the impact to his potential
experience at the university.
And it was ultimately
decided—100-percent
by
his family—that Georgia
Southern University was not
going to be the place that he
attended. And we respect that
decision wholeheartedly. And
I agree, we see lots of other
institutions and other states
and other systems that take a
different approach than what
we take here in the great state
of Georgia. And I wish that I
had a better response for you.

11-19-20

7

PHOTO COURTESY OF: GEORGIA SOUTHERN

I will tell you that there
are more examples of
institutions not expelling
students in these situations
than examples of institutions
who do expel students in
these situations. And to your
earlier point, they will lose
in court, they will absolutely
lose in court. And so I also
think about what we hope is
the transformative experience
of higher education, as well. I
personally, you know, grew
up in South Arkansas in a
really small town, I wasn’t
a perfect person when I
arrived at my undergraduate
campus, and neither were
any of my peers, as well. And
I do think that there are things
that we absolutely have to
stand up for and call out in
the moment. And I think that
that’s very real. But I also
think of what a better person
I was three and a half years
later, when I graduated from

undergrad, because of the
experience. If I’m a student,
and I’ve never been exposed
to a person of color, if I’ve
lived in a town in Georgia, or
anywhere in the country, or
anywhere in the world, where
I’ve had the opportunity to
never experience a different
person, and then develop
all of these, you know,
preconceived notions, these
thoughts, these perceptions
of what that life must be like,
or what that person must
be like and then I show up
in this space, or I made a
mistake just before getting
to this space and I never had
the opportunity to actually
enjoy this environment or
get to know people who are
different than me or get that
level of exposure. Right?
And I think that’s a huge
disservice. Right? Threats,
harassment, discrimination,
those are the three things

we’re
committed to
doing more.”
TAJUAN WILSON

Chief Diversity Officer and
Associate Vice President of
Inclusive Excellence

that we can act on and act
on all day, every single day.
The rest of the situations get
really complicated. As you
know, as we witness time and
time again, at the institution
we will do more, and we’re
committed to doing more, I
want to be very clear about
that. And so we’re going
to stand up, we’re going to
support our students, we’re
going to stand in that moment
with them. We’re going to
bridge that gap. That is our
obligation as an institution.
I’m not an attorney. And
I don’t pretend to be an
attorney. And so there are
some things that, you know,
I don’t want students to
conflate what my role is, with
this notion that my job is to
kick students out of school
and to punish people. That’s
not what a chief diversity
officer is. My job is to come
in and build a comprehensive

strategy that moves this
institution forward. And
sometimes that takes time,
significant time, and work
and effort. But that’s what I’m
committed to. And I agree,
First Amendment out. We
have to do more, we have to
stand in the gap we need to
be in the moment with our
students. We are committed
to anti racism, I want to say
that equivocally, we are,
absolutely, as an institution.
It just did not show up in the
plan. But it does not mean that
that’s not the work that we’re
engaged in at the institution.
But our words matter. Calling
people in, not calling people
out, is absolutely critical.”

We are
committed to
anit- racism,
it just did not
show in the
plan”
TAJUAN WILSON

Chief Diversity Officer and
Associate Vice President of
Inclusive Excellence

Page designed by Adrienne Prophet

11-19-20

8

Senate Run-Off
in Georgia
Why Two?
- David Purdue’s term is up
and was already scheduled
for the 2020 election.
Then, Kelly Loeffler was
appointed by Governor
- Brian Kemp to take Senator
Johnny Isakson’s seat after he
retired. He ended up retiring
early due to health issues,
therefore this special election
will only determine who
holds a seat until 2022.
- Neither candidate in either
race got over fifty percent of
votes which resulted in two

Ballot/Voting Info
- Go to http://ballotrequest.

in which you are registered

sos.ga.gov/ and click on

as long as you see a college

“request absentee ballot.”

student. If you are turning

- Mail in ballots will start

eighteen anytime before the

being sent out on Nov 18, so

Jan 5 election, you are eligible

it would be smart to go ahead

to register and vote.

and request those if you plan

- You can check your

to vote this way.

registration status and details

- Early voting begins

by going through the Georgia

December 14 and will last

My Voter website.

until December 31.

- The only location in Bulloch

- If you aren’t already

County open for voting

registered, you have time to

will be the Bulloch County

register or change the state

Election Office.

run-off elections

Why is it Important?

If the Democratic Party ends
up winning both positions, this
will put them at 50 seats. Being
that Kamala Harris is the tie
breaking vote in the Senate, the
control of the senate switches to
the Democratic Party.

Who’s
Running?
David Purdue
vs.
Jon Ossoff

Page designed by Jaelynn Gillis
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Kelly Loeffler
vs.
Raphael Warnock

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Offense shines in tight win
over Bobcats
BY DJ CADDEN

Sports Correspondent
DJ.Cadden@thegeorgeanne.com

On Saturday afternoon,
many seniors were hoping to
enjoy a rather easy win and
potentially even get some
underappreciated guys some
playing time. However, Texas
State would give the Eagles
everything they could handle.
From the start, this game
appeared as if it would be a
runaway Eagle victory. The
special teams unit recovered a
botched snap on a Texas State
punt. This would set the Eagles
up inside their opponent’s
five-yard line and they would
find the endzone in just two
offensive plays.
On the ensuing kickoff,
the speedy Jeremiah Haydel
would explode for a 97-yard
kickoff return touchdown to
know the game at seven.
However, just eight plays
later Shai Werts would find

REC

himself in the end-zone yet
again. Not only would this be
his second rushing touchdown
en route to three on Saturday,
his 29-yard scamper made him
the Sun Belt’s all-time leading
rusher as a quarterback.
After Werts’ record-breaking
scramble, the Eagle defense
would force an interception on
the next three Bobcat drives.
However, the offense would
only put up six points as a
result of the turnovers.
Both teams would score
one more touchdown before
halftime and the Eagles were
ahead 27-21 at the intermission,
although the game had been
dominated by the Eagles for
the most part.
The Eagles would maintain
their lead for the remainder
of the game, with the Bobcats
never getting back to within
closer than two points. In the
end, Georgia Southern would
hold on 40-38 and escape with

another hard-fought win over
a conference opponent.
All in all, the Eagle
offense finally showed the
explosiveness that many fans
have expected to see all season.
This is a welcome sight to see as
Georgia Southern is set to enter
the most important stretch of
their 2020 season.
On the defensive side of
the ball, the Eagles were a
rollercoaster to watch. Despite
forcing four turnovers, the
Bobcats also managed to put
38 points on the board. If
the Eagles want to establish
themselves as Sun Belt
contenders, they must be able
to put together a great game on
both sides of the ball.
The Eagles will now shift
their focus to their Nov. 21
game at Army. The game will
take place at noon and will
be televised on CBS Sports
Network.

Multimedia film students getting
hands-on experience, despite
pandemic
BY OLIVIA CRAFT
Correspondent

Olivia.Craft@thegeorgeanne.com

PHOTO COURTESY OF: GEORGIA SOUTHERN

Students getting a hands on experience
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Georgia Southern’s
studio
application
class has made it
work when it comes
to experience in the
classroom
during
COVID-19.
Dean
Cummings,
Ph.D.,
assistant
professor
of
multimedia film and
production knew that
the class could not be
conducted properly
without a common
workplace for the
students.
C u m m i n g s
requires
students

to wear lab coats
and face coverings,
as well as practice
social
distancing.
Temperature checks
are required before
entry, and equipment
is sanitized after each
session.
“All of the students
have done a great job
making sure that the
protocols are being
applied and so far,
they are being applied
correctly,” Cummings
said in a late-October
press
release.
“I
mandated the lab coats
and caps to minimize
the transfer of any
virus that would be on

clothing, kind of like a
mask for the body.”
Hands on experience
this semester has been
difficult given the
circumstances of the
semester, but this class
has figured it out.
“I tell Dr. Cummings
this all the time: I
am not sure what I
expected to gain from
this class, but I have
learned a lot,” Senior
Mecca Malone said
in the release. “Dr.
Cummings
wanted
to make this class
similar to situations
that would occur in
the real world and that
has stayed true.

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Thanksgiving Food Bracket

Mashed Potatoes

11-19-20

Roasted Chicken

Green Bean
Casserole

Ham

Roasted Turkey

Mac & Cheese
Stuffing

Fried Turkey

Sweet Potatoe Pie

Peas

Pumpkin Pie

Corn

Candied Yams

Cornbread

Potato Salad

Dinner Rolls

Pecan Pie

Gravy

Apple Pie

Cranberry Sauce

What Are You Thankful For?
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DALIS WORRELL/staff
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REV
REV
REV
THE

UP VOTE!
Vote Reverend
Raphael Warnock
U.S. Senate Runoff Election Tuesday, January 5th
Vote before winter break: request a vote-by-mail ballot now,
or vote early in person starting 12/14.
LEARN MORE:

To find out how to vote early, go to warnockforgeorgia.com/vote

I’m someone who grew up in public housing. I’m the 11th of 12 kids in my
family and the first college graduate. That came from hard work, grit, and
determination—but that’s not all. Somebody gave me a Pell Grant, a
low-interest student loan, and a path to become a productive citizen.
I’m running for Senate because across Georgia, it’s even harder
to get by today than it was for my family. With your support, I’ll
be a Senator who represents ALL the people of Georgia who
Washington is leaving behind.”
—Reverend Raphael Warnock

PAID FOR BY WARNOCK FOR GEORGIA.

